
Park Resource Elections 2020 
President – Jon Carney 

Jon Carney 
Superintendent of General Services  
Springfield Greene Co. Park Board 
Bachelor of Science, Park Resource Management  
 
Jon grew up in Wichita, Kansas. He graduated from Kansas State University with a B.S. 
in Park Resource Management in 2001. He has been in the Park and Recreation field for 
17 years, 14 years of which serving as a Superintendent in three different agencies. For 
the past 7 years, Jon has been the Superintendent of General Services at the Springfield-
Greene County Park Board. He oversees the Park and Golf Operations Divisions in the 

Department which consists of nearly 100 FTE staff members and nearly $8 million dollar combined budget. 
The Park Board consists of 105 parks currently. He resides just outside of Springfield with his wife of 18 years 
and 11 year old daughter, three ornery dogs, a rabbit, three chickens, a pond full of Koi and two bee hives. 

President – Susan Jankowski 

Susan Jankowski 
Operations Manager 
Great Rivers Greenway, St. Louis 
Bachelor of Agricultural Science, Horticulture  
 
I started my love for parks and horticulture as young child, working with my aunt in her 
University City Garden.  This encouraged my choice to study Horticulture in college 
where I earned my degree, Bachelor of Agricultural Sciences with an emphasis in 
Horticulture, from Murray State University (Kentucky).  In college I was heavily involved 

in our horticulture club and participated in national as well as regional horticultural competitions.  I held offices 
(treasurer and secretary) in my university horticulture club as well as president and secretary for the American 
Society of Horticultural Sciences, Associate Collegian Branch.   

Upon graduation I launched my horticultural career at Forest Park Forever where I managed the entrances to 
Forest Park.  I was able to design and oversee construction of the new entrances in the park as well as learn 
operations and procedures in Parks and Recreation.  I am currently an Operations Supervisor at Great Rivers 
Greenway, St. Louis’ regional park and trail agency.  With Great Rivers Greenway I have the opportunity to 
work with Municipalities throughout our entire region on Operations and Maintenance within our Greenway 
network.  I have been a part of the St. Louis Parks and Recreation scene for more than a decade, both 
professionally and personally.  I hold Certifications in Playground Safety Inspecting (CPSI), International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA), and recently completed National Park and Recreation Association Maintenance 
Management School.  I love networking, catching a spin class, going to Green Industry conferences and using 
our region’s greenways as much as possible.  I live in the City of St. Louis with my husband, who is also in the 
green industry, and two young sons. 

 



Sec/Treasurer – Jim Cadwell 

Jim Cadwell, CPRP 
Director 
Perryville Parks and Recreation Dept. 
B.S Recreation – SIU Carbondale, MPA Indiana University 
 
After graduating from Southern Illinois University with a degree in Recreation, I started 
my career in 1990 with the Lake County, Indiana Parks Department. Looking to further 
my education, I then obtained a Master of Public Administration at Indiana University in 

1997. In 2002, I moved to Coffeyville, Kansas to direct the Coffeyville Recreation Commission. From there, I 
became the Lake Superintendent with the City of Litchfield, Illinois in 2005. While there, I oversaw a 4,000-
acre city owned property that had a 1,400-acre lake, which supported boating, fishing, camping, and hunting in 
the area. Additionally, I learned a great deal about park maintenance in this position, both managing and 
maintaining a rural and rugged outdoor facility.     
 
In 2015, I took a directorship with the City of Perryville. I would describe our department as a typical suburban 
parks and recreation department. While with Perryville Parks and Recreation, I became involved with the 
Missouri Parks and Recreation Association. With a few years under my belt, I feel that it is now time for me to 
give back to an organization that has given so much to me. It is with this intention that I am seeking to be the 
next Secretary/Treasurer for the MPRA Park Resources Section. Hopefully I succeed and can serve the 
members of MPRA. I thank you for your support. 
  
 
 


