
Brittanie Propes, CPRP, CYSA 
Recreation & Marketing Manager, Smithville Parks and Recreation
Bachelor of Arts, Communications, Park University

I am a Certified Parks and Recreation Professional through NRPA, a Certified Youth 
Sports Administrator through NAYS, an ACE certified Group Fitness Instructor, a Red 
Cross certified WSI, and a member of both MPRA and NRPA. 

I began my career working at the YMCA of Greater Kansas City throughout college 
as a Membership Representative and Fitness Instructor. My passions for fitness, 
wellness, and community involvement led me to pursue a full-time position with the 
Y after graduation. In 2016 I was hired by the City of Excelsior Springs to open and 
operate their brand new $20 million Community Center. After taking the leap from 
the non-profit sector to municipal recreation, I joined MPRA and NRPA to grow my 
professional network and stay current on industry trends and standards. During my time at Excelsior Springs Community 
Center, I was responsible for operations of the 50,000 square-foot facility including membership services, aquatics, 
fitness, events, programming, and childcare services. I was responsible for the leadership and development of a team 
of 5 full-time and 100+ part-time employees. I left the parks and recreation world to pursue a career in marketing but 
quickly realized my heart is in the parks and rec industry. I returned to the field in 2020 to work for the City of Smithville 
as the Recreation and Marketing Manager. I am currently responsible for the development and oversight of new and 
existing recreational programs, creating marketing materials and strategies, and coordinating usage of all outdoor 
recreational facilities. My career experience has taught me that this industry is extremely rewarding but not without its 
challenges. My goal is to help other young professionals navigate the balancing act of working in Parks and Recreation 
by connecting them with resources, tools, and peer support.

Through my involvement with MPRA I have found valuable resources and made lasting professional relationships. If 
elected as the Young Professionals President Elect, I look forward to connecting other young professionals to the tools 
and resources that MPRA provides. I believe that I can carry on the integrity of the MPRA YPN section while bringing 
innovative ideas and strategies to increase member growth and engagement.

Robert Shanahan, AFO, LGI, WSI  
Aquatics Supervisor, Cape Girardeau City Parks and Recreation 
Bachelor of Science, Recreation, Southeast Missouri State 
University 
Master of Science, Higher Education Administration, Southeast 
Missouri State University 

I started my career with the Cape Girardeau Parks and Recreation team in 2018 
as the Aquatics Coordinator, before being promoted to Aquatics Supervisor in 
the summer of 2019. Before joining the city, I worked as the Lead Aquatics and 
Recreation Programmer at Fitness Plus Dexter. There I helped establish new 
services and programs for the Dexter area. 

Currently, I supervise all the aquatic programming for Central Municipal Pool and Cape Splash Family Aquatic Center, 
and currently in the planning of opening a third aquatic facility, and coordinate with a staff of 200+ during the year to 
ensure safety and quality at all our sites and programs. 

The more I continued to work for Cape Parks and Recreation; I have deepened my passion for this industry. Throughout 
my time at Cape Girardeau Parks and Rec, I have decided to continue to learn and grow in all things recreation. 
If elected, I would be more than honored to serve as Treasurer. I look forward to building relationships with other 
recreation professionals and offering the tools and guidance to help grow as professionals.
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James Hurley, CPO
Recreation Supervisor, St. Louis County Parks
Bachelor of Science in Parks, Recreation and Tourism, University of 
Missouri – Columbia

I began my career in parks and recreation during the summer of 2018. I received 
an internship with St. Louis County Parks at the Greensfelder Recreation Complex 
(GRC) in Queeny Park. With hard work and dedication to the field, I was able to be 
promoted 3 times in under 2 years. I worked as the part time Recreation Facility 
Coordinator, the Parks Reservation Specialist, and now currently as the Recreation 
Supervisor at the North County Recreation Complex (NCRC). As a Recreation 
Supervisor I am responsible for hiring, training, and overseeing, over 40 part time 
employees for our summer camp, aquatic center, and front desk. I’ve been able to 
create new programs including a personal favorite – St. Louis County Classic | Disc Golf Tournament. 

My involvement with MPRA goes back to 2016 when I attended the student workshop. I knew at that moment that 
MPRA was essential to my growth in the industry. I have since attended the student workshop again as a professional, 
the annual conference, the leadership development institute, as well as actively participating in the monthly conference 
calls and happy hours.  

I would be honored to serve as the Secretary/Treasurer of the Young Professional Section. This section has given me 
so much, and I want to provide the same opportunities to new professionals and students. 
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