
Missy Morarity, CPRP, CYSA
Program Manager, Jefferson City Parks, Recreation, and Forestry
Bachelor of Science, Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, University of 
Missouri - Columbia

I received my B.S. degree in Parks, Recreation & Tourism from the University of 
Missouri – Columbia in 1993 and started my career with JC Parks, where I have 
been for over 20 years. Before returning home in 2000, I spent three years in Ballwin 
and Brentwood Recreation departments. I currently coordinate and supervise the 
adult sports and youth tennis programs, but was previously responsible for youth 
sports, concessions, and the Washington Park Ice Arena for many years. I am a 
Certified Park and Recreation Professional, a Certified Youth Sports Administrator 
through NAYS, a member of both MPRA and NRPA. My involvement with MPRA goes 
back to my internship the last time the annual conference was in Jeff City. Since then, I’ve served on the board as a 
Director at Large a couple of times over the years, served as a professional liaison and helped bring the Student and 
New Professional section back to life, served on the social committee for the annual conference last year, and was the 
recipient of the Associate Fellow Award way back in 2001. I have found immense value in being involved with MPRA and 
getting to know so many dedicated, hard-working professionals (a.k.a. friends) and would like to keep it up by serving 
as the secretary / treasurer of the sports section.

Morgan Tangen, MA, AFO, CYSA
Recreation Services Manager, Grandview Parks and Recreation 
Bachelor of Arts: Leisure, Youth & Human Services, University of 
Northern Iowa
Master’s Degree: Master of Arts: Sports and Recreation 
Management, University of Iowa

My career ‘officially’ started in Parks and Recreation in July of 2017. After graduating 
with a Master’s Degree in Sports and Recreation Management in Iowa, I decided 
I wanted a change, and that change brought me to the City of Grandview as the 
Recreation Coordinator. I worked as the recreation coordinator for roughly six 
months before taking on the role as the Recreation Manager. My passion for sports 
and special events started from my active childhood and really took flight in college. 
While in college I was able to land an internship with the University of Iowa, the University of Dayton, the Quad Cities 
River Bandits Single-A Baseball organization, the Iowa Energy NBA D-League Basketball team as a practicum student 
and the LGPA-Solheim Cup as a practicum student. The internships/practicum opportunities I experienced was the 
real unofficial start of my career. 

As the Recreation Manager I currently supervise two full-time employees (Recreation Coordinator and Aquatics 
Coordinator), along with their intermittent staff. I am in charge of sponsorships/partnerships for the recreation division, 
I facilitate and operate Shalimar Baseball/Softball Complex, the new Splash Pad and our newly added outdoor shooting 
range. I also create and run city-wide special events and help overlook the recreation division’s budgetary needs. 

While with Grandview- I have made it an ongoing goal to grow educationally and professionally within the Parks and 
Recreation world. I obtained my AFO certification in April of 2018, CYSA in May 2018, attended year one for Supervisors 
Management School in 2019, I serve as the Chairwoman for the Missouri side of our KCMPG Programmers group and 
I am currently studying for the CPRP exam. These certifications and educational experiences have helped shape me 
and continue to help me grow professionally and I hope to obtain more credentials as the years pass. 

If elected I would be honored to serve as the Sports Section President-Elect. I want to continue to build new relationships 
with people who have new and differing ideas of how we can build and grow the sports section of MPRA. 
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Jill Simmons, CPRP
Community Recreation Services Administrator – Athletics, 
Springfield-Greene County Park Board
Bachelor of Science in Health and Physical Education, Cumberland 
University
Master of Science in Health, Physical Education, and Recreation, 
Middle Tennessee State University

Like most of us, my love of sport goes as far back in my childhood as I can remember. 
I learned many important life lessons and skills on courts and ball fields and feel 
like sports afforded, and continues to afford me, many opportunities. Much of my 
professional life has been spent in sports and recreation. I have over 8 years of 
volleyball coaching experience including time with Springfield Juniors VBC, X-Treme 
Juniors VBC, Oakland High School, Cumberland University, and Belmont University. When I was done travelling for a 
living, I returned to where sports all started for me - parks and recreation. I have been in parks for 14 years and have 
previously served as the Director of Parks in Willard, Missouri and Millersville, Tennessee and the Assistant Director of 
Parks in Branson, Missouri.

I am in my 7th year as an Administrator with the Springfield-Greene County Park Board. In my current role, I oversee our 
athletics section which includes programs, leagues, camps, tournaments, staff, and facility operations at the Cooper 
and Gillenwaters Tennis Complexes; Killian, Cooper, Meador, and Ewing Sports Complexes, O-Reilly-Tefft Gymnasium, 
and 30+ tennis courts in various neighborhood parks throughout Springfield. I am grateful to collaborate with a 
fantastic team that works very hard to offer amazing sports opportunities in our community.

I am a Certified Park and Recreation Professional, have been a member of TRPA, and am an active member of both 
NRPA and MPRA. I have met cherished friends through each of these organizations. I have participated in Legislative 
Action Day, have served as Southwest Region Membership Committee Chair, and have served as a Program Co-Chair 
for the annual MPRA Conference. I would be honored to continue my service to MPRA and you as the Secretary/
Treasurer of the Sports Section. 
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